
FILED

IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT

FOR THE EASTERN DISTRICT OF VIRGINIA

(ALEXANDRIA DIVISION) 2015 APR 13 P & 33

CLERK US DISTRICT COURTAL^^DRIA, VIRGINIAEDWARD J. WEGMAN,
9748 Thorn Bush Drive,
Fairfax Station, VA 22039,

V.

JOHN R. MASHEY,
4570 Alpine Road,
Portola Valley, CA 94028,

and

JOHN DOE,

Plaintiff,

Defendants.

Civil Action No.: I. I

Removed from the Circuit Court f
of Fairfax County, Virginia,
Civil Action No. CL-2014-0003296

NOTICE OF REMOVAL

Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. §§ 1332, 1441, and 1446, Defendant John Mashey removes the

above-captioned action from the Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia (the "State Court") to

the Alexandria Division of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia,

and alleges as follows:

The State Court Action

1. On or around March 10, 2014, Plaintiff Edward Wegman commenced this action

against Defendant by filing his Complaint in the State Court, which is captioned Wegman v.

Mashey et al. No. CL-2014-0003296. (The Complaint is attached hereto as Exhibit A.) Plaintiff

also named John Doe as a defendant.
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2. This action is a civil suit in which Plaintiff asserted claims for tortious

interference with contract, common law conspiracy, and statutory conspiracy (violation of

Virginia Code §§ 18.2-499 and -500).

3. On March 24, 2015, Defendant received a copy of the Complaint, which is the

initial pleading setting forth the claim for relief upon which this action is based.

This Court has Subject Matter Jurisdiction over this Matter

4. "The district courts shall have original jurisdiction of all civil actions where the

matter in controversy exceeds the sum or value of $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs, and is

between—citizens of different States." § 1332(a)(1).

5. This action satisfies the complete-diversity-of-citizenship requirement of §

1332(a)(1) because Plaintiff and Defendants are citizens of different states. Plaintiff is a citizen

of the Commonwealth of Virginia, and Defendant is a citizen of the State of California. (Ex. A,

Compl., HH 4-5.)

6. The matter in controversy exceeds $75,000, exclusive of interest and costs.

Plaintiff alleged that, for each of his three causes of action, he has been injured in an amount not

less than $100,000. (M, Kf 29, 36, 40.) He also requested punitive damages in the amount of

$350,000 as to each of his two tort claims. {Id., KK 31, 37.) Thus, in total. Plaintiff has requested

$1 million in damages.

Removal Jurisdiction

7. This action is properly removed pursuant to §§ 1441 and 1446.

8. Under § 1441(a), "any civil action brought in a State court of which the district

courts of the United States have original jurisdiction, may be removed by the defendant or

defendants, to the district court of the United States for the district and division embracing the

place where such action is pending."
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9. Plaintiff filed this action in the Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia. The

Alexandria Division of the District Court of the Eastern District of Virginia is the judicial district

embracing Fairfax County, the place where the State Action was brought, and, therefore, is the

proper district court to which this case should be removed. §§ 1441(a), 1446(a).

10. Section 1441(b) provides that an "action shall be removable only if none of the

parties in interest properly joined and served as defendants is a citizen of the State in which the

action is brought." Defendant is not a citizen ofthe Commonwealth ofVirginia.

11. Pursuant to § 1446(a), Defendant is simultaneously filing with this Notice of

Removal copies of "all process, pleadings, and orders served" on Defendant in this action, which

is only the Complaint. (Ex. A.)

12. Pursuant to § 1446(b)(1), Defendant has filed this Notice of Removal within 30

days of receiving the Complaint in this matter. Defendant received the Complaint on March 24,

2015. He filed this Notice of Removal 20 days later on April 13.

13. Pursuant to § 1446(b)(2), Defendant is unable to obtain the consent of the John

Doe defendant because it is not an existing person or entity.

14. Pursuant to § 1446(d), on April 13, 2015 a Notice of Filing ofNotice of Removal

was served on Plaintiff and filed with the State Court's Clerk's Office. (Exhibit B.)

15. In filing this Notice of Removal, Defendant denies that Plaintiff has stated a claim

for which relief may be granted and denies that Plaintiff has been damaged in any manner.

Defendant does not waive, and specifically reserves, any and all objections as to service,

personal jurisdiction, venue, defenses, exceptions, rights, and motions.

WHEREFORE, Defendant John Mashey respectfully requests that the above-captioned

action pending against him in the Circuit Court of Fairfax County, Virginia be removed to the

Alexandria Division of the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia.
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By:

Dated: April 13,2015

Respectfiilly submitted,

COZEN O'CONNOR

E. J^igJ^Esq."
(to seek admission pro hac^ice)
Emily M. Gurskis, Esq. (#85973)
1627 Eye Street NW, Suite 1100
Washington, DC 20006
Tel: (202) 463-2521
Fax: (202) 640-5939
ckurtz@cozen.com
egurskis@cozen.com

Thomas G. Wilkinson, Jr., Esq.
(to seek admission pro hac vice)
Peter J. Fontaine, Esq.
(to seek admission pro hac vice)
1900 Market Street

Philadelphia, PA 19103
(215) 665-2000
(215) 665-2013
twilkinson@cozen.com
pfontaine@cozen.com

Attorneys for Defendant,
John Mashey
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