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Most of the etec tr1ca 1 pow er rurnlsheo by rura l elec tric coope ratives Is produced by coa l-firGd 
powc;r plants . Tl"\Of wl ll also be trll lil fo r the foreseea ble future . This then rolses a conce m about oil 
of the publi city on g I000 I worming a no costty measur e s being cx:lvocoted t o con trol CO2 
emissions. 

IREA cur renHy pu rchases 94% of its powe· !Tom X.r.Al FnAroy, o f wh ich a sIo n11Ica nt po r1!a, ts COOi· 
fired . In add ition, we ae a 190 MW partne r wit\ Xce l in 'ltiel r 750 MW Comanche 3 po wer plo nt. 
whic h Is c urrenfly undQ· co nstrucflon . Ths plan t w ill a llow o r.n nsiclP.roble shifting from oos-flred 
gene ratio n We project 'ltiat When Com::inche 3 co mes online ocimetime in '2!::JF. we will be able 
to implemen t o rote dec rease and thOn freeze rotes for a 10 - 15 yem i,A riod. A corb on tax or a 
mandato ry ma rket-ba!ed gree nho us& gos reoula to ry system wo uld erode most, ff not all. of !he 
bono/it$ of the cool -flrc;d gene ration. The nega tiv e mpocts of a cmoon to x or a mandatory cap 
and iro de program would affec t almost all G & T's ond distrib ution coo pera tiv es. 

The CO2 globa l worm ing issue hos three co mpo ne nts a s we SQG It: the science . information 
dissemino tton, ond po l~ics. Al Gore ond othe rs stote that lh<> .so..nt ific c:orrm unit,r hos reached 
consensus ond that the debate Is over . That Is simpl'f no t irue . Dispu !rl g this con tent ion ore 
c llmotol09 i•l s, mete0<ot09 lsn on d ostfop hyslelsts llke Rich o rd lindz e n. William C::rny, FrAd !llng,n , 
Roy ~encer, Patrtck Mlchoels , Robert Bolling. a nd Craig ldso a nd the 17,000 signatories to Dr. 
/\rttlu r Rob l!'lson·s Petlt1on Projec t v1ho sold of !he Kyoto A cco rd. 'The re Is n o co nvindno ~c:lentlflc 
eVioence ma t numon release of carbo n dioxid e. metha ne or 011er g1eenhou se ga ses Is coUllng. 
or wi ll in the fo ree-oca ble Mue , cause c0Tastropn Ic neotI ng of the eam ·s a tmo spher e and 
disruption of the ea rth' s c limat e .· In o n Ol1tcle mot was printed by me C a nada Free Press on 
Mon day , June 12. 2006, noted scientists from Canodo , Austral ia Rnlond , SV.•eden a nd me U.K. 
t ook issue lil i'lti the corc lusions reo::h*d In the fi lm An tnconvenent Trvth. Vlad imir Sha idur ov of 
the Rl,l33ian Academy of Science~. al"id other atmosp he ric scler,tists, not ed 'hot the effects of 
otm c~phere water vapo r on global t~mperotures overwh elm the impact of carbon dioxide and 
other gases releo$8d t::y human activity . 
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We here ot IREA be lieve that it Is necer:•.I ry to su:port me scientific community tha t is w~llng to 
stand up ogo inst the alarmists and bl1 · a bala nce to the d iscussion. Ma ny scientists hove on 
ep inion. but only a minority hove any I volvement in climatology . we decided to suppo rt Dr. 
Pamck Miehoe ls and his oroup (New Htpe Environmen ta l Services, Inc .). Dr. Michaels hos oeen 
supported by electric cooperativ es In ihe past and also rece ives financial support from other 
sources . He hos A.B. and S.M. deg ree~from the University of Ch icago a nd a Ph.D. in eco loglcal 
c limatology from tha University of Wlsc;pnsin-Modlson. Or. Mich aels is the Virginia State 
Climatologist. Researc h Professor of Enyironmentol Sciences ot the University of Virg inia. o Senior 
Fel low in environme nta l studies at the q;ATO Institute, and a Visiting Scientist witl'l the Marshall 
institute In Woshington DC. In Februor;! of this yea r, IREA alo ne contr ibuted $100,000 to Dr. 
Michae ls. In addition, we hove conta¢ ted oil of the G & T's in the United States and as of the 
writing of th is letter, we nave ot>tained ;addlt lona l con tributions and p ledges for Dr. Michaels 
group. We will be followi ng up with th• remaining G & rs over the next several weeks. 

The issue of informatio n dissemination I!; why I om contacti ng you . I am enclosing a fact sneet that 
if you ore inclined. you could print co~es for your employees and OSI< them to mo ll these to 
frlends. relatives a nd acqua intances . the information could olSo be used for informing your 
members. the local me dia. and local dind state elected officlols. We pion to contac t unions, other 
social and business groups. cs we ll as ifldustrio! CQ!Porotions served by the Investor-owned utillt1es. 
We co nnot allow the discussion to be qnonopollzed by the olarm lsts. 

i 
There a re other groups that ore Interested In the Issue of global worm ing ond the concerns about 
Its costs. Koch Industries is working wltt\ oth er la rge corporotlons , Including AEP and the Southern 
c om pany , on possloly financ ing a fllrri!that would counteract An Inconvenient Truth. Koch has 
0Is0 deCided to finance a coalltlo n th¢ very likely Will be ad ministered through the Natlona l 
Association of Manufacturers. The Co(npetlttve Enterprise Institute (CEI) has bee n running two ads 
in ten states that we re financed by ~nero l Motors and the Ford Moto r Company . CEI hos a 
director on climate chonge and othe~ employees worktng on the issue. we haVe met with Koch, 
CEI and Dr. Michaels, and they mee t ~mcng themselves per iod ically to d iscuss their octMties 

The lost component is the pa liticol oreho and that is where this issue will be final ly resolVed . 
Atthough our prefere nce would be fo~the issue to simply oo awoy , that is not going to happen . 
There are too ma ny specia l interest gripups involved . Most Investor-owned utilities ore looldng fOf 
certainty ond will me rely poss on the dosts of a man dated program . An army of scientists and 
researchers are determined to moke rpan-made global worm ing a threat In orde r to conti nue 
obtaining their fund ing. Federal spending on c limate research has increased from a few hund red 
million do llars prior to 1990 to $1.7 blllloh dollars today . Public ity on the Issue might resurrect a 
po lltlcol caree r. Leg islation concern lrg major issues like globa l warmi ng wlll generate tens of 
millions of do llars In pollttco l co ntribut ions. MIiiions w ill also be donated to environmental groups. 
Aaron Wildavsky, Professor of Politica l $cience at Be11<Iey. stated that ·g1obOI wo rming· Is the 
mother o f all environmenta l scores. His view is worth quoting, ·warm ing (and worming aione) 
through its primary antidote of withdrdw ing carbon from produc tion and consump tion is capooie 
of realizing the enviro nmental ist's dreom of on ego lltarlan society based on rejection of econom ic 
growth in favo r of a smaller popu lation. eati ng lower on the food chai n, consuming a lot less, and 
Sharing a muc h lowe r leve l of resources muc h more equally: 

Although Senators McCain, Ueber mam. Jeffords. Binga mon. and Domen lcl propose a carbon tax 
or a mandatory market based graenhOuse gas regulatory system, there ore othe rs in oppos ition to 
these proposals. Rep . Barton hos quettloned da to presented by some clima tologists ond Sen. 
Jomes lnhofe, Chairma n of the Senat+ Environ men t ond Publlc Works Committee. hos referred to 
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the th reat of a catastrophic climate change as "the grea test hoax ever perpetrated on the 
Am e rican people : 

Since th ere ore lnd lvtduols and groups whose true mot ivation is to stop g rowth. develop 
renewab le resources, disco ntinue the use of fossil fuels, espec ially cool, the issue will not go away . 
This is even true If It were posit ivelY determined that climate change resulted from normal cycles , 
and CO2 and human contribu tion was neg Uglble . 

It appears that there ore · other agel'\dos" driving this Issue and that the cost fo r o nei;iligib le 
reduction in temperat ure wo uld be tremendous . The Kyoto Accord Is used for Illustrative purposes 
beca use it can be used os o benc hmark for costs . Some scientists who favo r Kyoto also state that 
it does not go fa r en ough. A paper titloo, Glob ol Worming -A Closer Look At The Numb ers, by 
Monte Kiel states "The Kyoto Protoco l ca lls for mandot ory carbon red u.ctlons of 30% from 
de veloped countries like the U.S. Reducing man -made CO2 em issions this much wou ld have an 
undetec table effect on c limot e while havi ng o devostoting effec t on the U.S. eco nomy . Con you 
drlVe your ca r 30% less? Reduce you r wate r heat ing 30%? Poy 20- 50% mo re fo r everything from 
automobiles to zippers? And m ot Is Justo down paymen t with more sacri fices to come later.· Tom 
Wigley, a Senior SCienTist at tne Notiona l Center for Atm ospne rtc Research (NCAR) hos ca lcula ted 
that complia nce with Kyoto ·wou ld hove o. 11 - 0 .21 °c (0.20 - 0 .38"F) effect on g lobal ove rage 
temperatures by 2100. • For the reco rd, Wig ley favors Kyoto. b ut t>elleves add itional measu res ore 
req uired . 

The lobb ying eff ort in the palitica1 a rena WIii oe C!One oy m e professio nals like NRECA. 

We do not want to do anyth ing that would harm our ability to be ab le to prov ic!e the best poSSlble 
service ot the lowest possible cost to our members . 

ReollZfng that this issue IS nor go ing to go owoy. the neX1 bes t solution In our op inion is for any 
corbon reduction to be vo luntary ond let tech nolog ical odVonces solVe the Issue, If It even exists. 
The least desi rab le wo uld be o co roon tax or a mand a tory cop and trad e prog ram . 11 mis occurs . 
The fo llowing cntena should be used (one mot Is supported by The Ad mlnlstrotlcn ond some 
members of Congress) . 

1. Chino ond Indio must be Included. 

2. All emitters of CO2 must be Included In a prog ram (not Just power plan ts). 

3. The U.S. economy must not be damaged. 

A Russian Scientist (Khobibu lo Absudamotov ) p redic ts thot o dec reose In th e sun's rad lotlcn 
beg inning in 2012 will cause g lobal tempera tures to dec line Into the midd le of the 21" century. 
We hope that th lS octuolly occurs prtor to o treme ndous Impa c t on ou r economy. 

SRL/bw 
Enclosures 

Sincerely, 

~/J .~'U· 
Stanley R. Lewa ndowski, Jr. 
General Manage r 



 

GLOBAL WARMING 
CHARTS AND QUOTES 

I. CAUSES OF GLOBAL CLIMATE CHANGE 

A. PRIMARY 

1. Cyclica l va riation in the sun's energy output. 

2. Eccentriclt1es in ea rth's orbit. 

3. The influenc e of plate tec tonics. 

B. SECONDARY 

1. The so-called •greenhouse effect · caused by atmospheric 
gases such as gaseous water vapo r, carbon dioxide , 
methane, and nitrous oxide. which help to trap radiant 
h&at which might otherwise escape into space . 

II. RELATIONSHIP OF SOLAR OUTPUT TO TEMPERATURE 
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Intergovernmental Panol on Climate Change 
(IPCC) Nortl'lem Hemisphere Temperature History 

A Russian scientist, Kab ibuto Absud om ato v. p redic ts that a decrease In the sun's 
rad iati on beg inning in 2012 wi ll .couoo t em pe ratu res to decl ine Into the midd le of the 
21" cen tury (based on cycles ofsOlo r vorlabl llty - sunspot acti vity) . 



 

N OF U.S. TEMPE 

Global tem pe ratures Increase d out a hal f-deg ree celclus bQtween 1850 and 19.40 
and onotner 0.3 deg rees since t 

In the United States, the ove rage tempera tu re from 1890 to the present has stayed the 
same. Excep t for me IOst year, t e tempe rorure had bee n decreasing for a six-year 
period . 

IV. GREENHOUSE GA 

Anthropogenic (man made) Contribution to the "Greenhouse 
Effect, " expressed % of Total (including water vapor) 

Based oo coocentrations 
adjusted for beiu reiemlo n % Natural %Man -made 
chacacteristic.s 

Water vapor 9.5.000% 94.999% 0.001 % 

3 .618% 3.502% 0.117% 

Methane (CH4) 0.360% 0.294% 0.064.% 

Nitrous Oxide (N2O) 0.950% 0.903% 0.047% 
• M • • c.)I - ·o.inici. Misc. gases (CFCs. 0.025% 0.047% 

100.00% 99.72 0.28% 

Global Warming: A cl er look at the numbers by M onte Hieb 
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The u .N. sponsored Intergovernmenta l Panel on Climate Change estimat es. human 
octlvi1Y is responsible tor just 7 bilon meMc tons of global carbon dloX1d8 em1SS1ons out 
of o total of 157 b iUion tons releossd annually . That's lust 4.5 percent with 57 percen t 
coming from oceans , 19 percent from decaying vege tation, and 19 percent from plant 
ond anima l resplrotion. 

Vlad imir Sholdu rov, of the Russl9n Academy of sciences. notes that the effects of 
otmospher1c water vapor on global tempe rotu roo overwhelm the Impact of carbon 
dioxide and othe r gases released by human activity. 

Disputing alarm ists are expe rt c limatologists. meteorologists and astroph~ lcists like 
Rictlord lindz en, William Gray, Fred Singer, Roy Spenu~ r, Patrick Mlc;hoeb, Robert 
Balling. and Craig ldso and the 17,000 signator ies to Dr. Mt\u r Roblnson·s Petition 
Project wtio said of the Kyoto Acco rd; ' There is no co nvincing scientific evtde nce mat 
human release of carbon dioxide, metha ne or other gree nhouse gases Is causing, or 
wili in the foreseeable future. cause ca tostroohic heating of the ea rth's atmosphere 
ond disruption of the earth's cnmote .· 

Trendy global warm ing theory suffers the grea t concelt that human activity has o 
significant lmpoct on climate change . 

V. CARBON REDUCTION IMPACTS ON TEMPERATURES 

' There is no d ispute at all abo ut the foct that even If punctil iously observed . (the Kyoto 
Protoco l) would hove an Imperceptible effec t on future temperatures - one twentieth 
of a deg ree by 2050. • 

- Dr. $ . Fred Singer. atmospheric physicist Professor Emeritus of Environmenta l 
Sciences at the University of Virginia, and former d irector of the U.S. Weather 
Satellite Service. 

Appearing befo re the Canadian Commons Committee on Environment and 
Sustainab le Development lost yea r, Carleton University pa1eoclimato1og1St Professor nm 
Potterson testified, ' There Is no meaningfu l correlation between CO2 levels and Earth's 
tempe rature over this (geologic) time frame . In fac t, wtlen CO2 leve ls were over ten 
times higher than they are now. abou t 450 million yea rs ago, the planet was in the 
depths of the absolute coldest period In tne last half billion years.· Patterson asked the 
committee . ·o n the basis of ttlls evidence . how could anyone stUI believe that the 
recent relatively small incr90S9 In CO2 levels wou ld be the major cause of the post 
century's modest worming." 

Tom Wigley. o senior scientist at the Notional Center for Atmospheric Reseorctl (NCAR) 
has calculated that complianc e with Kyoto ·would hove 0.11 - 0.21 •c (0.20 - 0.38°F) 
effect on g lobal average te mperatures by 2100.· For tne record, Wigley favors Kyoto, 
ou t be lieves oddmonol measU'es ore req uired. 



 

Vl. THE HIGH COST OF CARBON REDUCTIONS 

Costs 10 compl y with the Kyoto Protoco l o f 1 to 2% of GDP . which translates to S1.200 -

$2,400 per fami ly. per year. while re$ultlng in a tempe rature reducti on of only 0.07°C 

were pr901Cted by PreSldent CUnton' s Energy lnformatio n Adm inistrator, the Australian 

Bureau o f Resource and Agrtcullum l Economi cs. and Worton Associates . 

Economist Bjorn Lamborg, outhOr ot • The Skepttcot Envtronmentoli51' co ncluded that. 

· implementing Kyoto wlll cost $150 blllion to $300 billion globally every yeor, mere ly to 

postpone tne tempe ratur e rise by six yea rs from 2100 to 2106. lt'S o very expensive woy 

to achieve very littte. • 

The lnternotlo nol Counc il tor Capi to l Formation (ICCF) conc luded that Kyoto-like 

proposal by Sen. John McCain. R-AZ. to ·cop and node" U.S. greenhouse-gas emissions 

would reduc e notional incom e by 1.9 percentage points by 2020 and cost 1.3 mllllon 

jobs; the overag e household would be S2.300 poorer each yea r as a result of higher 

enQl'gy prices and lower produclMty . 

Dr. Patrick Michaels. Research Professor of Environmenta l Sciences at the University of 

Virginia and the Virginia State Climato log ist states "that studies show a tremen dous 

expense for abso lutely no discemab lo reduction In plane tary warming . Certainly It 

makes more sense to rove ou r money for investment in Mure . more effic ient 

tec hnOlogles ra ttler thon squandering It in a futile attempt to stop worming that Is 

demonstrably conde mned to f~ure . • 

VII. GLOBA L WARMING IMPACTS - FACT OR FICTION 

·1 bellevo it is appropr10to to hove an OV&Hepresen totion of fac tual presQnfotlons on 

how dange rous it is, os a predicate for open ing up the audience .· 
-Al Gore 

·w e have 10 offer up scary scenarios, make simplified, drom attc statements. ond make 

little men tion of any dOubts we moy hove. Each of us hos to dec ide what the right 

balance Is between be ing etrectiVe and be ing ha nest .· 
- Stephe n SChneider {a leodlng odVocot e of tne glotxJl worming theory) 

• Even if the theory of g lobal worming ls wrong, we will be doing the right thing - in terms 

of econom ic policy and environmenta l po licy. · 
- nm Wirth, former U.S. Senator for Colorado and United Not ions Unde r-Secretory 

for Global Affa irs, and current President of the U.N. Fou ndatio n. crea ted by Ted 
Turner 
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'No matter If the science Is all btio ny, there are couatera l environmental benefits ... 

climate chongi:i (provides) the creotest chance to bring about jUST1ce ano equatlt1es in 

the world. ' 
- Christine Stewart. Mlnls1ef of the Environment of Canada 

I 

·sc Iennsts who won t to attract ; attention to thGmsetves. who want to attract great 

funding lo themselv= hove to '(find a) way to score the pubRc ... and this you can 

achieve only oy mol<lng things bjQger and more dong&r ous thon they rec ny ore .· 

- Petr cnylek , Professor of f>hysics end Atmospheric Science . Dolhousie 

UnlversiTy. Halifax. Nova ~o ta 

•1n the long run. the replacement of the precise and aIsclplined language of science 

by the misleading language of litigot1on and adllocac y rr,ay be one of me more 

important sources of domooe to society incurred in the current aet:>ate over global 

wormlno.' ; 
- Dr. Richard S. Undzen. AIPred P. Sloan Professor of Atmospheric Science at MIT 

VIII. MISLEADING INFORMATION -ONE EXAMPLE 

Because of numerous hurrleanet in 2005. globa l warming Is labe led OS the culprtt . We 

constantly hear ltlo t global wdrming will lead to more storms wtth highe r lntensmes. 

IMlite it is dear that the JO year span from 1995 through 2005 ho.s been active . there ore 

other octtve periods such as the 30 yea r soon from 1940 through 1970. lrolica lty. this is o 

period thot hod much lower ter,,perotures and C02occumu lotions. 

t. g 

I 

I~!~ -~~~~~ f 1 I ~!I' ~ i ! f I l ~IE ii! 'I 
The yearly number of named storms (yellow bars), hurricanes (green bars) and major 

hurncanes , Cateogory 3, 4, and 5 ( red bars) in rhe North AtltJ111ic (Source : Nalional Hurricane 

Cenrtr web sire; hrtp:/lwww.nhc.n ooa.g ov/gif5/arlhist_hires .gif). 
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' If models are correc t. global w rming reduces the temperat ure d ifferenc es between 

the po les and the equ ator . Wh,n you hove less difference In temperatu re. you have 

less excitati on of extrotroplc o l slbrms. not more . And . In fac t. mode l runs support tt,ls 

conclusion . Alormlsts hove drol.m some support for Increased c la ims of Tropical 

storminess from a casual claim by Sir John Houghton of the U.N.'s lntergovemmentci 

Panel on Climate Chang e (lPCg> that a warm,:ir world wou ld hov e more evaporation . 

with laten t he ot prov iding mor~lenergy for disturbances . The prob lem with this Is that 

the ability of evaporation to driw trop ical storms relies not on ly on tempera tures. but 

humid ity os well. and calls for d rl I r. less humid air. C laims for stark ly higher tem peratures 

ore based on there be ing more humidity. not l8$S - hardly o cose fo, more storminess 

With glObal wo rming .· 
- Dr. Rlcnord s. unozen 


