One-Sided Global Warming Talk

On Dec.14, I attended the talk by Dr. Tom Ball in the Cariboo Regional District (CRD) board-room. Frankly, I was surprised that the CRD would invite someone presenting such a biased contrarian point of view on global warming given the CRD‘s involvement with the City’s sustainability committee. Dr. Ball did strike me as sincere and passionate (someone I could possibly have a beer with) but I respectfully disagree with most of what was said. Thus, I have compiled a list of 28 claims that contain disputable or misleading information. Using a random number generator, I picked two random items from my list to dispute.  

1. It is “child abuse” to teach children about the dangers of global warming

Obviously, children are not prepared developmentally (Piaget) to be exposed to the full scientific model concerning global warming just as my entry-level Chemistry students at TRU are not initially prepared for more in-depth atomic models reviewed in third or fourth year courses. However, just as the foundations for the atomic theory were laid in late elementary school, we can do likewise with global warming.  Dr. Ball implied that children would be haunted with fear since they can’t yet fully grasp the scientific basis (or lack thereof) of global warming. In fact, educating children on this subject provides them with hope for the future since we can now act decisively given the scientific consensus regarding global warming.
2. The earth has been warming since the “little ice age” in 1680

While there certainly was a “little ice-age” after the “medieval warm period”  (esp. in Europe), Dr. Ball’s own graph appeared to reveal that warming mainly took place in the last 50 years or so up to the present. Any warming in the period before that back to 1680 did not look significant at all. 
In closing, it concerns me that Dr. Ball was involved with Calgary-based “Friends of Science”, an organization with possible links to the Alberta oil industry and the Harper government especially in light of our government’s isolationist tactics (along with the US) at the Bali Climate Change conference.  Nevertheless, I applaud Dr. Ball for alluding to wasteful spending by environmental groups and Environment Canada. We would differ on where best to spend the money appropriately but that would be a whole other topic.

This presentation gave the false impression that there is still much confusion over the causes or the existence of global warming. The CRD would have been better served with a randomly selected panel of climatologists (via interactive TV).
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